
Always Improving! 
At Spark, we are big believers in the “Learn - Practice - Review - Repeat” (LPR2) 
cycle.  For today’s newsletter, we want to focus on the review and practice 
components of the cycle. 

We like practicing and reviews because it is so easy to forget what you have just 
learned.  For many of our students, having daily lessons is just not possible.  For 
some it is their demanding school and homework schedule and for others it is 
their extra curricular activities that impact their ability to have daily lessons.  We 
certainly understand the stresses, pressures and impacts all of these activities 
have on our students.   
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Adaptive Pre 
K-12 Curriculum 

Full American 
Curriculum delivered 

both on-line & in 
person through our 
innovative teaching 

program 
IELTS 

Talk to us about our 
certified instructors 

for IELTS.  Or visit our 
website at :  IELTS 

Enterprise City 
Jr. 

Based on the success 
of Enterprise City I & 
II, we have created 

this Junior edition for 
kids 7-10! 

Candy Quest Coding 
Fun computer 

programming taught 
by a tech expert with a 

Masters degree in 
technology - your child 
will learn modeling & 

programming!

Dare I Go 
Virtual travel to: 

Lebanon, India, French 
Polynesia, Spain, 

Morocco, & Mexico! 
Experience food, 

music, culture, and 
histories of these 

amazing countries! 

I Can Speak! 
From the ABC’s to the 
123’s:  Designed for 
young children and 

focused on the learning 
alphabet, basic sight 

words, phonics, 
phrases and counting! 
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https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/ielts-preparation-1-1


To help combat what can become a vicious and counterproductive cycle of forgetting, 
we have built into our process review cycles coupled with light homework to reinforce 
what our students have learned during their lessons.   

Here is how such an easy exercise 
can improve your results: 

Day 0 is the day that you learn 
something new.  The bottom line 
is what happens if you do no 
reviews over a weeks time if you 
do no review / no homework.  As 
you can see, you lose that new 
knowledge nearly entirely over 
the course of a week.  Now, let’s 
assume that you complete one 
review over the same 6 day 
period.  You can see that, you 
improve your retention slightly 
but still lose most of what you 
learned.  However, one review is 
better than none!  As is evident, 
the more reviews you do over the 
course of a week, the stronger 
that new knowledge is committed to longterm memory and more likely you will retain it in the future.     

The question we get often is, “Do I need to review everyday?”  The answer is simply, no.   In order to 
commit new knowledge to memory, frequent review is highly recommended, but not required.  But daily 
review is not necessary, nor is it advised.  In fact, when a day is allowed to pass between reviews, our 
students often notice that they are able to retain more with each subsequent review.  We recommend that 
students taking classes review new material for at least 10 minutes the day after it is introduced*.  Then 
complete reviews for the week based on their number of classes.  So, if a student is taking:  

• One class per week, review materials and homework 3-4 times between lessons.  

• Two classes per week, review materials 2-3 times between lessons 

• 3 classes per week, review materials 1-2 times between lessons 

• 4+ classes per week, review materials every other day 

Additionally, making use of review flashcards (using 3x5 index cards) for vocabulary words and grammar 
mechanics is extremely useful. For those studying reading and reading comprehension, we recommend 
highlighting words you do not understand for subsequent definition and utilizing mind maps for 
understanding story lines.   

The bottomline, more intentional and dedicated work yields better results faster! 

Happy Studying! 

(*The above recommendations are applicable to our reading students and do not apply to our very young 
learners). 
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What we’ve been up… 
Our Pre-K group has continued to work hard learning to write the alphabet.  They have steadily increased 
their sight words to include:  The, An, Am, He and She.  We have continued our reading and are now 
reading, “Green Eggs and Ham” by Dr. Seuss.  We just about know that book by heart!  We have continued 
to work on words sounds and word segmentation.  

Our 1st & 2nd grade finished our work with 
digraphs (the ending or beginning sounds of 
words) as well as prefixes.  We are continuing to 
learn about the use of contextual clues to 
understand a words meaning.  This month, we 
began reading another Geronimo Stilton “Singing 
Sensation”.  It is an excellent book that is really 
pushing our vocabulary and giving us plenty of 
funny things to laugh about.  In math, we are 
working hard on three dimensional shapes, 
reading an analog clock as well as challenging 
word problems! 

Our 3rd, 4th & 5th graders have finished the final 
book in the series “My Pet Slime”.  We have since 
started and finished the series “Out of Time”. A 
book about time travel throughout history.  Our 
reading has taken us yet again to the historic 
sinking of the Titanic from the perspective of the 
passengers.  We have had many discussions 
about weather, disasters and the impacts of 
staying alert and working hard though our 
reading.   

Our 6th grade has begun a challenging unit on 
Biology.  We have been learning about the 
components that make up life, scientific 
experimentation as well as experimental design.  
We are continuing our unit on Social and 
Emotional Development which has included deep 
discussions on healthy relationships, the 
development of our strengths, asking for help, 

having a positive attitude and problem solving 
though both creative and root-cause analysis. 

Our High School students have been working 
hard in preparation for mid-term exams and 
upcoming practice IELTS testing.  Our first group 
of students has recently completed their pre-tests 
and have scored 6.5 or higher on their practice 
tests!  We are working diligently to be fully 
prepared for all aspects of the exam:  Speaking, 
Listening, Reading and Writing.  It is a lot of 
focused time and effort.  

Our Art students have been busy at creating, 
creating and creating!  We have explored such 
artist as:  Di Vinci, Paul Klee, Cy Twombly, and 
more! We created a crumpled paper project just 
for fun that was really cool and gave us a nice 
break with a colorful and fun project.  

Thank you, Thank you! 
We want to take a moment to thank all of our 
families for coming to our open house.  We were 
deeply moved by the turnout of support and the 
excitement we received for both the Center and 
our new classes.  We are so grateful to each of you 
for stopping by to show your support and for 
trusting us to help educate and enrich your child.   
We had nearly 200 people that attended the open 
house and that could not have been made 
possible without your support.  Thank you!! 
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Our Reader of the Month! 
Kevin is an overachiever and a voracious reader having read EVERY BOOK from 4th 

grade level up in Epic! he was is our unchallenged reader for the month!  Since having 
read thousands of books, Kevin has just begun his journey to successfully pass the IELTS 

exam at the tender age of 11.  Kevin comes from a long line of overachievers and it is 
his dream to speak English fluently as soon as possible.  (Wow he is well on his way!).  

Kevin is also an excellent student in school and loves swimming.  He recently competed 
in a swim meet and took home the first place prize.  Good Job Kevin! 

Please help us congratulate our READER of the MONTH! 



A few photos from this 
month’s action packed 
sessions! 
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Class Updates 
Art: Our art class is currently full but accepting 
waitlist participants. 

SparkQuest:  Don’t forget SparkQuest (our winter 
un-camp) begins December 14th!  We have 
designed the camp to focus on creative, body & 
mind, as well as focusing on academics in a 
flexible format that allows for students to attend 
full or half day sessions over a three week period.  
See our website for more information or to 
register:  Winter Camp Dec 14 - Jan 2  

Classes: 
• Enterprise City Junior: 

• This 6-week class is for kids 7-11 years 
old.  The kids will learn to create a 
business plan, marketing plan (& 
marketing materials), develop the 
business, sell their new commodity and 
learn to read a P&L statement, all in a 
fun and age appropriate format.  This 
group activity is fun and a great 
opportunity to learn how business 
works! The second session starts in 
2021.  Register now because space is 
filling up!  Register here:  Enterprise 
City Junior  

• Candy Quest Coding 

• Introduce your child to visual 
programming. In this course, students 
learn basic programming as they create 
interactive stories, design animations, 
and make mini-games. Students solve 
coding 

puzzles, build their own projects, and 
take quizzes. Designed for students age 
7-12, this class teaches block coding 
using animated projects in an exciting 
candy game.    This class is packed with 
fun and creative puzzle modules. 
Session three begins January 2021 
(space is limited).  For more information 
visit:  Candy Quest Coding 

Class Schedule 
Private and e-learning (distance learning) 
classes available upon request. 
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Little Hands ASL ESL Intensive Little Hands ASL Designed By Me

Class Days Time Links

Art M, W, F 5:30-6:30 PM Waitlist

English 
Basics

Mon-
Fri

5:00-5:30 PM Waitlist

Adaptive 
Curriculum

Mon-
Fri

3 - 5 PM More Info!

IELTS Mon-
Fri

6:30-7:30 PM IELTS

Enterprise 
City

Sat 1:30-3:30 PM More Info

Intensive 
English

Sat 9 - 10:30 AM 
OR 10:30 - 
12PM

Intensive 
English

https://a684bf43-e76e-49f3-bc2a-574a75589ac7.filesusr.com/ugd/840cad_c867fa95a7824c65808198767ef8333c.pdf
https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/enterprise-city-jr
https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/enterprise-city-jr
mailto:info@spark-vn.com?subject=Candy%20Quest%20Enrollment
mailto:info@spark-vn.com?subject=Art%20Waitlist
mailto:info@spark-vn.com?subject=English%20Basics%20Waitlist
https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/unschool-section-1-h%E1%BB%8Dc-%E1%BB%9F-nh%C3%A0-ph%E1%BA%A7n-1
mailto:info@spark-vn.com?subject=ILETS
https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/enterprise-city-th%C3%A0nh-ph%E1%BB%91-doanh-nghi%E1%BB%87p
mailto:info@spark-vn.com?subject=Intensive%20English%20Saturday's
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