
Our Theme:  Innovation & Creativity 
We want to pose a thought-provoking question to all of your parents - one that 
we have been discussing for years:  Does the most meaningful learning happen 
outside school?  We think the answer is yes.   

Take a moment to think about that statement:  The most meaningful learning to 
our children is outside of a classroom. It does not mean that meaningful 
learning is not happening inside schools. Or that all learning that occurs outside 
schools is meaningful. 
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Adaptive Pre 
K-12 Curriculum 

Full American 
Curriculum delivered 

both on-line & in 
person through our 
innovative teaching 

program 
IELTS 

Talk to us about our 
certified instructors 

for IELTS.  Or visit our 
website at :  IELTS 

Enterprise City 2 
Deep exploration of 

how to set up, 
manage and 

successfully run a 
business! 

Candy Quest Coding 
Fun computer 

programming taught 
by a tech expert with a 

Masters degree in 
technology - your child 
will learn modeling & 

programming! 
Classes Sat.’s 10 AM
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Kids Night Out! 
A safe place for kids to 
spend Friday / Saturday 
night with new friends 

playing games and 
practicing English in a 

device-free 
environment.  Fri. / Sat. 

6:30 PM - 10 PM
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I Can Speak! 
From the ABC’s to the 
123’s:  Designed for 
young children and 

focused on the 
alphabet and counting! 
Mon, Wed, Friday 5 PM 

Tues, Thurs 5:30 PM
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https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/ielts-preparation-1-1


But the growing observation and argument is that powerful, relevant learning for today's 
young people is happening when they connect with world beyond the school walls to 
solve problems, explore ideas, or learn a new skill. 

At Spark, we have been educating kids for the last 12 years, and our own three daughters for the last 4 
years.  During that time, we have witnessed our own triplet daughters go through public schools, private 
schools, extreme private education and now Unschool. They have had wonderful educators and have 
attended some of the most prestigious private schools in America.  They were all good schools, for the 
most part. 

What was missing, though, was a feeling that they were being prepared for the sociological, technological 
and economic changes ahead and more importantly how to make a meaningful positive impact in the 
world.  

They were not solving real problems and exploring new ideas—rather, they were turning in assignments 
and getting grades.  It was the feeling of a mina bird; listen, read, repeat.  And for them, the most 
meaningful learning was happening when they weren't in school. 

That is also a theme of “Faces of the Future”, an article published by the New York Times, which tells stories 
about ambitious, creative young people who are pushing well beyond the boundaries of school, finding 
new ways to learn, tackle big challenges, and map an uncharted future. 

What is missing in today's school curriculum is curiosity and enthusiasm to dive deeply into a topic.  Inside 
the classroom there are few opportunities to experiment, think creatively, and problem-solve.  School can 
become monotonous and eventually boring and feel irrelevant at times.   It is no longer about exploring 
ideas and solving problems. It is about memorizing facts and figures and preparing for quizzes and tests. 

There are few schools in the world that have decidedly chosen to connect meaningful learning outside of 
the classroom and bring it inside. The answer might be by connecting those kids with meaningful learning 
opportunities outside of school.  At Spark, we are working hard each day to provide all of our students 
with unique challenges that engage them, sometime frustrate them, expose them and offer opportunities 
to be innovative and thereby creative.   

As our Unschool students can attest, we are seeking to nurture your child rather than stifle kids natural 
curiosity to meaningfully connect book learning with the outside world.  We start simply - encouragement.  
Ask more questions and learn the skill of follow up questions!  (Questions, questions and more 
questions!). The art of questioning helps to develop logical and calculated learners by assisting them to 
understand that observations, questions and making connections can help address gaps and solve 
problems more effectively and efficiently - even in the face of ambiguity and uncertainty. 
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Our Reader of the Month! 
Pannavati is a voracious reader and our reader of the month!  

Pannavati has been working hard to not only learn English, but also 
read above her grade level.   Pannavati says she is working so hard to 
learn English because she wants to help others in school to learn the 
path to enlightenment and share her love of life with those around 

her.  She has started to read with her parents in the Adults version of 
ILETS practice.  We are SO incredibly proud of Miss Pannavati and her 

entire hardworking family.   
Please help us congratulate our READER of the MONTH! 



What we’ve been up to this 
month… 
Our Pre-K group has been hard at work learning to write the alphabet and 
learning more sight words.  We have been reading a LOT too!  Our class has 
been learning “The Cat in the Hat” by Dr. Seuss and they love it!  We have been 
working on coloring all of our letters in addition to blending sounds and 
segmenting words.  

Our 1st and 2nd 
grade class has been 
working on digraphs 

(the ending or beginning sounds of words) as well 
as prefixes and using contextual clues to 
understand a words meaning! This month, we 
finished Geronimo Stilton and the Mystery in 
Venice.  It was an excellent book 
that allowed us to travel to Italy 
and explore Venice and the Island 
of Murano.  This month, we are 
again extending our vocabulary 
further and reading our latest 
book “The Secret Mission”!  In 
math, we are working hard on 
Venn diagrams, Classification and 
Probability.  Whew, we are busy! 

Our 3rd, 4th and 5th graders are 
working on the 10th book in the series, My Pet 
Slime.  In addition we have begun to learn about 
the history of the Titanic and the interesting 
people that were aboard that ship.  It has helped 
us learn not only history but the importance of 
being present daily for our friends and family.   

Our 6th grade class has completed the course on 
epidemics and pandemics in the 1600’s. This 
challenging class proved to be not only timely but 
really informative.  We learned about the 
development of modern sociological healthcare 
as well as the development of germ theory.  We 
are beginning our unit on Social and Emotional 
Development which will include a discussion on 
healthy relationships, the development of our 
strengths, asking for help, having a positive 
attitude and problem solving though both creative 
and root-cause analysis. 

Our High School students have been studying 
the 1500s, specifically the English Rulers and their 
decisions to explore the new world as well as the 
impacts the Greeks and Romans had on the 
development of modern society.  We have been 
exposed to a lot of history and a ton of new and 
very complex words!  

Our Art students have been busy 
at creating!  We have explored 
such artist as:  Frieda Kahlo, Dale 
Chihuly, and Picasso! We created 
Picasso inspired paintings by 
using a technique that never 
allowed the artist pen to leave the 
paper while drawing each others 
faces.  We also created a Chihuly 
inspired project, which was VERY 
challenging.  We have been 

learning about innovation and how at the heart of 
innovation is creativity.  We have studied the 
development of Tesla and have created really cool 
new designs and never before seen sculptures to 
put our creativity to use! 

Class Updates 
Welcome our Newest Staff 
Member: Sabrina grew up in 
Ho Chi Minh City and went to 
the US to study when she was 
16. She graduated with a 
communications degree from 
University of Washington.   She has 
worked in Sales & Marketing for 15 years and now 
focuses on Alternative Education.    Sabrina and 
her husband Sumesh, have two charming little 
girls and live on Diamond Island. 
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Classes: 
• Enterprise City: 

• A reminder, we have 
added a new class we 
are calling “Enterprise 
City”.  This 6-week class 
is for kids 12-16 year 
olds.  The kids are 
learning to create a 
business plan, marketing 
plan (& marketing 
materials), develop the 
business, sell their new 
commodity and learn to read a P&L 
statement.  This group activity is fun and 
a great opportunity to learn how 
business works! The first session has 
started and is full, but we have opened 
a second session to begin November 
14.  Register here:  Enterprise City  

• Candy Quest Coding 

• Introduce your child to visual 
programming. In this course, students 
learn basic programming as they create 
interactive stories, design animations, 
and make mini-games. Students solve 
coding puzzles, build their own 
projects, and take quizzes. Designed for 
students age 7-12, this class teaches 
block coding using animated projects 
in an exciting candy game.    This class 
is packed with fun and creative puzzle 
modules. Session two begins 
November 21 (space is limited).  For 
more information visit:  Candy Quest 
Coding 

• Enterprise City 2 

• Prerequisite: Enterprise City. The course 
is designed to highly entertain kids 
while teaching them about business 
and how to setup, manage and 
successfully run and small enterprise. 
Students will learn ingenuity, curiosity, 
problem solving and confidence. 

Working in teams 
and individually, 
students will 
tackle exciting 
weekly projects and assignments 
geared towards developing their 
Entrepreneurial mindset and skills! 
They will build seemingly 
impossible products and learn 
through their mistakes as they 
improve upon their designs, 
marketing skills and salesmanship. 
Through their natural 
competitiveness, each child will 

gain insight into the power of 
individual contributions and the 
massive benefit of great teamwork. 
Class starts November 14.  Register 
here:  Enterprise City II  

Class Schedule 
Private and e-learning (distance learning) 
classes available upon request. 
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Class Days Time Links

Art M, W, F 5:30-6:30 PM More Info!

English 
Basics

M, W, F 5:00-5:30 PM English Basics

English 
Basics 2

T, Th 5:30-6:30 PM English Basics

Adaptive 
Curriculum

Mon-
Fri

3 - 5 PM More Info!

IELTS Mon-
Fri

6:30-7:30 PM IELTS

IELTS Sat, 
Sun

Call or Email 
For Times

IELTS Info

Enterprise 
City

Sat 1:30-3:30 PM More Info

Intensive 
English

Sat 9 - 11 AM Intensive 
English

Slime Time! Sun     
Oct 11

3 - 4  PM More Info!
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https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/enterprise-city-th%C3%A0nh-ph%E1%BB%91-doanh-nghi%E1%BB%87p
https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/coding-candy-quest-l%E1%BA%ADp-tr%C3%ACnh-candy-que
https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/coding-candy-quest-l%E1%BA%ADp-tr%C3%ACnh-candy-que
https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/enterprise-city-2
https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/paint-craft-s%C6%A1n-th%E1%BB%A7-c%C3%B4ng
mailto:info@spark-vn.com?subject=English%20Basics%20M/W/F
mailto:info@spark-vn.com?subject=English%20Basics%20T/Th
https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/unschool-section-1-h%E1%BB%8Dc-%E1%BB%9F-nh%C3%A0-ph%E1%BA%A7n-1
mailto:info@spark-vn.com?subject=ILETS
https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/ielts-preparation-1-1
https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/enterprise-city-th%C3%A0nh-ph%E1%BB%91-doanh-nghi%E1%BB%87p
mailto:info@spark-vn.com?subject=Intensive%20English%20Saturday's
https://www.spark-vn.com/bookings-checkout/slime-time-th%E1%BB%9Di-gian-%C4%91%E1%BB%83-slime


5

OPEN HOUSE
Spark Adaptive Learning Open House:  10AM - 12PM, 

November 8, Diamond Island Community Room 
Join Us Sunday, November 8 in the Diamond Island Community Room (Next to Morico, 

Below the Brilliant Building) for This Fun Family Event!  

Fun and Games!  
Hands-on Activities for the Kids! 

Great Giveaway Gifts for the First 20 Kids! 
Special Promotions!  

Learn About the Spark Center’s Programs and Meet the Staff!   

Come Learn About our Winter Break Camp, our Exciting Tech Classes, Fun Creative 
Classes and So Much More! 

RSVP or More Information:  
Www.Spark-Vn.Com or Info@Spark-VN.com
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OPEN HOUSE
Spark Adaptive Learning Open House:  10AM - 12PM, 

November 8, Diamond Island Community Room 
Join Us Sunday, November 8 in the Diamond Island Community Room (Next to Morico, 

Below the Brilliant Building) for This Fun Family Event!  

Fun and Games!  
Hands-on Activities for the Kids! 

Great Giveaway Gifts for the First 20 Kids! 
Special Promotions! (And GREAT Raffle) 

Learn About the Spark Center’s Programs and Meet the Staff!   

Come Learn About our Winter Break Camp, our Exciting Tech Classes, Fun Creative 
Classes and So Much More! 

RSVP or More Information:  
Www.Spark-Vn.Com or Info@Spark-VN.com
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